Friends of Georgia Libraries

General Membership Meeting

Friday, April 20, 2007

In Columbus, Georgia

Jenny McCurdy, president of FOGL, called the General Membership meeting to order.  She thanked Claudya Muller and Alice Budge for hosting the meeting.  Linda Evans made a motion to accept the minutes of the 2006 Annual Membership meeting with one correction (the spelling of Marsha Christy’s name).  

Wally Eberhard, FOGL treasurer, reported a balance of $3131.89, not including fees collected for this meeting.  Barbara Reid made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  

Committee Reports:

Debbie Manget, membership co-chair, reported that FOGL has 205 members, 20 of which are local Friends groups.  37 renewals have been received so far, not counting those received today.  Memberships from the first year of FOGL’s existence were rolled over into the second year.  However, renewals will be sent out for this year.  New membership categories were voted on at the November meeting:  $10 for an individual membership, $50 for a local Friends of the Library group, $100 for other organizations, and $500 for a contributing member.  Only individual members may vote at membership meetings, and $10 of the fee for today’s meeting was for membership.  Members were urged to recruit new members.  Membership information is available at www.georgia-friends.org.  

Mary Lee Davis reminded members that FOGL is an advocacy organization and that numbers increase our influence with the state legislature.  Jenny McCurdy reported that the November advocacy meeting has been tentatively scheduled for November 16 in the Atlanta area and that an out-of-state speaker in being planned.  She stated that an advocacy chairman is needed.  

Debbie Manget, marketing and PR chairman, asked members to join the list serve set up by the Georgia Public Library Service.  E-mails sent to the list serve go to everyone on the list.  

Christine Hoskins, local group support chairman, asked for stories about local groups’ activities to be included in the newsletter

Old Business:

Jenny McCurdy reported that work is progressing on FOGL’s tax-exempt status.

New Business:

Jenny McCurdy reported that the nominating committee has sought nominees to fill several vacancies, especially seeking people from outside the metro Atlanta area in order for the board members to represent all parts of the state.  A question was asked about two people sharing a board membership and the consensus was that it would be prohibited by organization by-laws.  Debbie explained that the FOGL board meets quarterly and that meetings are sometimes held electronically so that members do not have to travel great distances to attend meetings.  The following people were nominated to serve on the FOGL board for a three-year term to run 2007 to 2010:

Mary Lee Davis, a retired attorney and library advocate from DeKalb County, for a second term,

Lyn Hopper, GPLS assistant librarian and author of Tools For Trustees (helping FOGL is part of her job at GPLS and she could be an ex-officio member), for a second term,

Elaine Yontz, a professor and academic librarian at Valdosta State University, to fill a vacancy and

Alice Budge, a retired professor, member of the Columbus library board and president of the Columbus Friends of the Library, to replace Caryl Hanson.  

LaVonda Forbes made a motion to nominate these four as board members and Linda Evans made a motion to accept the nominations.  Members voted by voice and the motion carried.  

A suggestion was made to have a Friends of the Library workshop at the next COMO meeting, with time set aside for a round-table discussion.  The GLA website has a place for suggestions for workshops and to request time at meetings.  Members were asked to make their suggestions there.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Jenny McCurdy.  

Submitted by Christine Hoskins, acting secretary

