Friends of Georgia Libraries

General Membership Meeting

Friday, May 19, 2006

in Warner Robins 

Jenny McCurdy, president of FOGL, called the Annual General Membership Meeting to order at 12:55 PM.  Immediately preceding this meeting, FOGL members joined the Directors’ Meeting to hear the legislative review presented by the State Librarian, Lamar Veatch, who is an ex officio member of the FOGL Board.  

Ms. McCurdy introduced and thanked Judy Golden, Marcia Christy and Lamar Veatch for hosting the meeting and welcomed everyone.  

Mary Lee Davis, Secretary, provided minutes of the previous annual meeting on April 19, 2005.

Wally Eberhard, Treasurer, reported that an account for FOGL has been established with SunTrust Bank separate from the Athens Clarke County Friends Group.

Lyn Hopper, Membership Chairperson, reported total membership is 119 individual members and 13 Friends of Libraries Groups.  Proposed the calendar year January through December be used for membership purposes.  No renewal dues will be due through the end of 2006 calendar year.  (Prior renewal would have been due in April 2006).  Membership approved this suggestion. 

Caryl Hanson, Advocacy Chairperson, presented ten top reasons to advocate for libraries. 

Debbie Manget, Marketing and PR Chairperson, presented a report focused on communication with the board and all friends statewide.   The goal is to communicate with each member at least once per month through the GPLS Newsletter, which is published now semimonthly and should be sent to all FOGL members, and the listserv which at this time is available to at least half the members.  Debbie discussed other public relations items including a special recognition during the fall advocacy program, formation of a speakers bureau and a help line for local friends groups and how to finance the help line.

Old Business:  Lamar Veatch reported that (1) the 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status is in process. 

Additionally: (2) FOGL will continue to receive state library staff support for website and other PR and administrative matters, (3) suggested that FOGL should send someone to the ALA National Legislative Day in Washington, DC next year, (4) Chuck Sims, Coffee County Legislator spear headed the creation of a GA House Study Committee on Libraries to be composed of five (5) legislators plus three (3) non-legislator members and someone from FOGL should attend the meetings the first to be held June 1, 2006; and, 

(5) As of May 17, 2006 there is a Regents Public Library Advisory Committee.  Mr. Veatch asked FOGL members to remember that we are the grassroots group for libraries and we must continue to tell the library story.

New Business:

Fall Advocacy Meeting with Sally Reed as the guest presenter will be held in Decatur on November 17-18, 2006.  The membership voted unanimously that FOGL join FOLUSA.

Debbie Manget moved, Evelyn Merk seconded and the membership voted unanimously to pay $60 annual dues. Darro Wiley presented a ballot for new board members.  The vote was unanimous.  David Singleton of GPLS tallied and will keep the original ballots.

President McCurdy announced that the Georgia Library Legislative Day will be February 13, 2007.  There was a suggestion to have more regional workshops in the future. 

Eighteen (18) members attended the meeting.  

